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Trainees Practice Weaving the Bible into 

Everyday Conversation for Evangelism  

People Learning Together in Small Groups 

“The people in our church are more excited about the 

Word of God than we have ever seen before.”  

—A South Carolina associate pastor 

In this newsletter, I want to highlight how God is renewing  

people’s hearts right here in South Carolina. Below, I share a 

conversation I had with the associate pastor who shared the 

new hunger that God has sparked in his church.  

One Church’s Story 

We did a Simply The Story training for a major denomination in 

South Carolina. By the end of the week everyone loved the 

method except one senior pastor. This pastor told us, “What 

you are doing is just fine, but I’ve been a pastor for 27 years 

and I preach three-point sermons. That’s just what I do.”  

Several months later, I spoke to the associate pastor of that  

reluctant senior pastor who had also attended that earlier  

training.  I said, “Everyone loved the training except your    

senior pastor.” He responded, “Our pastor is the biggest advo-

cate in the whole state for what you do. You didn’t know that?” 

In shock I said, “What happened?” 

The pastor said, “Everyone who remembers 

last week’s sermon, raise your hand.” I was 

the only one who raised a hand. 

This associate pastor explained, “After we came home from the 

training, I put a group of people on the stage and did an     

example story for the whole congregation. Three weeks later, 

our senior pastor asked the congregation, ‘Everyone who    

remembers last week’s sermon, raise your hand.’ I was the 

only one who raised a hand (and honestly I was just embar-

rassed to admit that I couldn’t remember).  

Then, our pastor  asked, ‘Everyone who remembers that    

example story we heard three weeks ago, put up your hand.’ A 

lot of hands went up! The senior pastor then pointed at a man 

with his hand up and asked, ‘What was the story?’ The man  

responded, ‘Paul shipwrecked on Malta.’  

Our pastor pointed to someone else, ‘What was the scripture 

reference?’ ‘Acts 28’ was the response. He pointed to three 

more people and asked, ‘What did you see in the story?’ Each 

person answered with something that was brought out three 

weeks ago.” 

That amazed me! The associate pastor went on to tell me that 

their church starting using Simply the Story in all of their   

Sunday school classes and small groups. Their church switched 

from a traditional Sunday night service to story groups and 

their attendance doubled! That senior pastor who only   

preaches three point sermons, now leads three story groups 

every week!  

Our Vision 

God has given the ministry of Discipleship Multiplication    

International the vision to fulfill Jesus' Great Commission by 

equipping and empowering local leaders worldwide to reach 

and disciple their own people. We are thankful to God that he 

has given us the opportunity to help churches at home just like 

the one in this newsletter.  

Thank you for partnering with us to do this great work. 
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