
Thank-you Emails Overload the BSG Account in Bahrain   

Bahrain, May 2014: For over two weeks in April, the Bible Society in the 
Gulf organized Simply The Story (STS) workshops for two separate groups of 
leaders.  The training sessions took place in Bahrain.  A group of fifteen     
ladies was trained over five consecutive mornings for three hours each time 
totaling fifteen hours. Another group of twenty men and women leaders was 
trained during eight evening sessions for a maximum of twenty-seven hours.    

During and after the training sessions, countless emails congested the BSG 
Bahrain Rep’s email account. All the emails were from the trainees, showing 
their immense gratitude for the training and knowledge they received 
through this unprecedented, cutting-edge and phenomenal Bible              
Engagement tool called STS. 

Without further ado, below is a selection of excerpts from the emails we     
received:    

“It is the most wonderful way of getting people to know Jesus. The scriptures 

come alive and interesting when it is done in the STS way. I found a lot of treasures that the Lord had 
buried for me when I did the scriptures the STS way. I wish to introduce the STS way of sharing the 

scriptures to others.”  Becky, a twenty-seven-year-old leader 

 “Since my husband and I are into church leadership, I feel it is the best way to reach out to a        
non-believer.  Moreover, I believe it’s the best way to train every Sunday school teacher so that      
children can be brought to God at a young age.  I have been going through a lot of Sunday school    
material which always had a lot of exaggeration to the real facts.  By the STS way I realized that by 
just getting the scriptures into your heart and then giving it to another by narration a lot of wrong  
information can be avoided.   

“The very concept has enlightened me into using the scripture in a new way rather than the            
traditional way of preparing lessons or sermons. I would definitely try to implement it in our church 
and Sunday school, as well as in any opportunity of sharing the gospel with a non-believer. It would 
be good if the STS training could be given in Malayalam, so that many more people can be targeted, 
which would lead to more people on the road with the Word, leading people to salvation.” Sushma, a 

young church leader  

“I was enthusiastic about the program before I went just from the little I knew about it.  But I think it’s even 

better than I imagined. The training was awesome. The leaders, Andrea and Gayle, and all those who were 

learning to be leaders were all effective and wonderful people. I learned so much from them all. I love the       

emphasis on multiplication. Even during the one week training, I was being challenged to learn to be a ‘tribe’ 
leader.  



“I have been reading and thinking about Scripture differently, 
especially as I read the narrative portions. It is helping me in 
my daily life as I talk with Christians and non-Christians. I 
have told stories to my kindergarteners, and I know I will be 
using this storytelling technique in Sunday school. I do have 

one suggestion.” Denise, Church School Superintendent 

“Though I'm a pastor and have shared many stories in my 
sermons, STS opened a new stream of meditation for myself, 
my wife and children and also to the outreach Ministry in 
Bahrain. The method used was very effective and led us to get 
into the situation by bringing back the history to life and get 
the most out of it. Thanks to the Bible Society for their       
passion towards empowering the people of God and the      
mission to spread the Gospel in this land of Bahrain. It will be 
great to conduct the same training in other languages. This 
may bring more people from various language groups.” Pastor 

Robin 

“The STS training program has transformed our Prison       
Ministry.  We feel we are far more effective in communicating 
God’s Word as we are able to do this orally in a way the ladies 
remember the story and then the truths from it about God’s 
character, his love, forgiveness. Previously, only a few ladies 
with a high level of English understood our message.  All the 
team have been trained in the STS method and as a group we 
can teach the Bible to the ladies in their own language in a way 
they are engaged and learning more about God.  

“The trainers have come and observed us in prison and given 
us feedback as to how to use this tool more effectively and   
continue to do so through ongoing communication via email 
and have also offered input over Skype. Not only as a prison 
ministry team we have benefitted but as a group of volunteers 
we have also been equipped with a skill we can use in our     
personal devotions, with our families and friends. Every day 
ideally, but I have mostly used the benefit of this training in prison. Please, continue to develop   

trainers in Bahrain.” Nina and Womba, active servants of the Lord in the Ladies Prison Ministry 

“It helps to learn and share scripture stories without being condescending. You are instead being on 
the same level with whoever you are sharing with. You just ask questions and let the others find their 
own answers and life applications. It has helped me to learn to discover truths I have not seen before 
and given me a skill to continue to find truths in any passage. In my quiet time and sharing the Word 
anywhere and anytime and I don’t have to have attended seminary to do it.  

“Keep encouraging the churches to attend because this method goes hand in hand with preaching in 
that each has its place and we are all aiming at getting the Word out and also maturing the body of 

Christ.  It is very structured which makes it easy to follow. It is highly practical - there were lots of 
illustrations to support the basis of the STS concept and how it can be an effective tool to share God's 
word. It is also hands on - which encourages even the most quiet members to attempt 'tell a God's 
own story'. Thanks for all you do to make STS happen in Bahrain.” Mollie, mother of two teen     

daughters, actively serving various ministries of the Church 

The Bible Society in the Gulf is committed to making the Bible available to Christian communities in the 
Gulf countries it serves. A big number of Christians are migrant workers from a wide variety of 
countries, speaking many different languages. As well as publishing, distributing the Bible in 60 
languages, and organizing Bible Engagement seminars, the BSG partners with the Churches and helps 

people to read and understand the Bible.   


